
Chapter 1 
4.1 Alberta: A Sense of the Land 

 
❏ I can show how parts of Alberta’s physical geography and 

climate are important to the landscapes and environment of 
Alberta. 

 
❏ I can show where Alberta located in relation to the other 

provinces and territories of Canada? 
 

❏ I can describe major geographical and natural vegetation 
regions, landforms and bodies of water in Alberta (e.g., 
prairie region, forests, rivers, hoodoos, Rocky Mountains, oil 
sands)? 

 
❏ I can tell about the factors that determine climate in the 

diverse regions of Alberta (e.g., latitude, mountains)? 
 

❏ I can state what geological features make Alberta unique 
(e.g., hoodoos, Rocky Mountains, foothills, oil sands)? 

 
❏ I can show how the physical geography and natural 

resources of a region determine the establishment of 
communities? 

 
❏ I can demonstrate care and concern for the environment 

through my choices and actions. 
 

TWO BIG QUESTIONS: 
 
How have the unique land features of Alberta been 
shaped over time? 
 
What is it like living in each of the regions in Alberta? 
 
 
 
 



Vocabulary you need to know: 
Whenever you find a word in BOLD when you read, it is a word 
that you need to record the meaning of. These are key words for 
our study.  
 
Muskeg___________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Marshes__________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

glaciers___________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

geologists_________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

landscapes_________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

landforms_________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

hoodoos___________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

natural vegetation ___________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 



climate ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

weather___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

chinook ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 
Interesting Facts Box: 
Whenever you find something that is interesting to you, write 
about it in the box below – it may be from something you read in 
the textbook or from the news. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
How did “Big Rock” by Okotoks get there? (page 16) 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 
Picture from 
http://www.culture.alberta.ca/museums/historicsiteslisting/okotokserratic/default.aspx 
 

Which mountain did the Okotoks erratic (Big Rock) likely come 
from? (Hint:  You must read the article on the Current Events 
bulletin board to find the answer). 
_________________________________________________ 
 
 
What kind of rock is Big Rock made from? (check article) 
_________________________________________________ 
 
 

http://www.culture.alberta.ca/museums/historicsiteslisting/okotokserratic/default.aspx
http://www.culture.alberta.ca/museums/historicsiteslisting/okotokserratic/default.aspx
http://www.culture.alberta.ca/museums/historicsiteslisting/okotokserratic/default.aspx


 
 
Fill in the chart below after reading about each person and what 
region they live in.  In point form, write some information about 
where each person lives and what it is like there. Why is every 
place so unique in Alberta? (pages 18-23 have their stories) 
 

Anita Kevin Lynnette 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Sabira Natasha Justin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



How did glaciers shape the land? (page 26) 
_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

Athabasca Glacier picture 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAP OF ALBERTA- BODIES OF WATER 
On the map of Alberta below, label the seven major rivers and 
draw five lakes using the map on page 27.  Use a legend in the box 
to describe what colors you used for rivers and lakes.  Be neat! 
 

 
 
LEGEND:  
 
 



 
 
What is important about the rivers and lakes in Alberta?  How 

were rivers used in the past, and also how are they used now? 

(Check page 27 and 28 for answers) 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

What are some other natural features of Alberta that were 
shaped from glaciers, wind, or water? Fill in the chart with one 
example (or more) for each heading. (page 28 will help you) 

Glaciers Wind Water 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 



On the outline map below draw in and color (use the legend - in 
the box) all of the natural regions that Alberta has.  See page 30 
for help.  This is a really important question! 

 
 
 

 
 



REGIONS OF ALBERTA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On each arrow put a natural region, and in the box below it, describe 
things you would find or see there. (page 31 will help you) 
 
 
 



Do natural regions change over time?  What changes can you 
notice?  Why do these changes happen? (Read pg. 33 to help you) 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are two things that you need to include when you talk about 
the climate of an area? 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
 
What are some factors that affect 
climate?  

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

Chinook Arch created by strong Westerly winds in Alberta 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/21088636@N00/78770807 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/21088636@N00/78770807
http://www.flickr.com/photos/21088636@N00/78770807


 
What is your POINT OF VIEW on this question?  Should city 
grasslands be protected?  Share your point of view with a person 
in the room and also with your parents.  What is their point of 
view? 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.magichourtravelscapes.com/photo.php?id=67&gallery=canada 

How does the climate affect us in Alberta? (as a class we will 
answer this question). 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/21088636@N00/78770807
http://www.magichourtravelscapes.com/photo.php?id=67&gallery=canada
http://www.magichourtravelscapes.com/photo.php?id=67&gallery=canada


What are some weather extremes that have happened in 
Alberta?  How do these things happen?  How do they affect our 
quality of life? 
 
_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tornado watch in southern Alberta 



 

Assessment for Chapter 1 
 

In a group of two or three – pick one of Alberta’s 
Natural Regions (Canadian Shield, Boreal Forest, 
Foothills, Rocky Mountains, Parkland, or 
Grasslands) and create a poster about it. Here are 
some things you should consider when making your 
poster: 
❏What makes a good poster?  
❏What should your viewers learn from your 

poster? 
❏What pictures should you include in your 

poster?  
❏What facts should you record on your poster? 
❏Have I shown where my geographical region is 

in alberta? 
❏Are there any major bodies of water or 

landforms I should represent? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
POSTER RUBRIC: 
 
Criteria Excellent Proficient Basic Not Yet 

I can 
describe 
major 
geographic
al and 
natural 
vegetation 
regions, 
landforms 
and bodies 
of water 
in Alberta 
(4.1.2) 
 

Poster 
displays 
thorough and 
accurate 
information 
about region 
chosen. 
Includes 
detailed 
information 
on landforms 
and bodies 
of water. 

Poster 
displays 
complete and 
accurate 
information 
about region 
chosen. 
Includes 
information 
about 
landforms 
and bodies 
of water. 

Poster 
displays 
basic 
information 
about region 
chosen. 
Includes 
some 
information 
about 
landforms 
and/or 
bodies of 
water. 

Poster does 
not display 
information 
about region 
chosen. Does 
not include 
information 
about 
landforms or 
bodies of 
water. 

Oral, 
Written 
and Visual 
Literacy 
(S.8) 

Students put 
lots of work 
into their 
poster. It is 
aesthetically 
pleasing and 
informative.  

Students has 
put lots of 
effort into 
making 
Poster 
aesthetically 
pleasing and 
informative. 
There may 
be some 
mistakes or 
neatness 
issues. 

Students 
have put 
some work 
into poster 
neatness, 
but there 
may be some 
issues. Key 
words 
mis-spelled 
or lack of 
neatness.  

Students 
have not put 
much effort 
into poster.  

Cooperatio
n and 
Group 
Skills 
(S.5) 

Students 
showed 
exemplary 
group work 
skills. 

Students 
showed 
proficient 
group work 
skills. 

Students 
showed some 
positive 
group work 
skills. 

Students did 
not show 
positive 
group work 
skills. 

 


